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EDITORIAL NOTE

Dear Friends & Alumni,

Warm Greetings! | am sending you warm greetings because the winter is already round the corner! Even in sunny Chennai it is quite chilly
due to intermittent rains, but the roads are water-logged. We are very heartened to see the first edition of Chennai Bugle had evoked
enormous positive responses from our readers. We received responses also from our volunteers of 2008 and 2009 batches. This is indeed a
very good sign, because in spite of the passage of time, the volunteers are still interested and involved with IAPA. I, for one, think that it
is because IAPA had given them a great experience, a feeling that would linger long in their lives.
"People will forget what you said,
People will forget what you did,
But people will never forget how you made them feel!”
-Anon.
We are thankful to our Founders for providing a wonderful message for the first edition of our newsletter and for all their appreciation.
They have even asked us to put it in IAPA’s website, which has been newly reconstructed with a new look and new features. This has given
us tremendous encouragement to carry on the job of reaching out to all of you. This month’s edition of Chennai Bugle is dedicated to IAPA’s
projects and programs. Do read it when it pops up at your inboxes and do send your comments/suggestions or whatever you like to share
with us. We shall publish them, if our Editorial Board finds nothing objectionable in the same. The email is arulrajlouis@gmail.com. We
hope to receive a lot of feedback from all of you from this month. We are very happy and proud to be able to reach out to all of you through
the newsletter and explain about the work we do. You would then be able to tell other people about IAPA and what all projects it
implements.
In this edition, besides the usual features, we have included a new one, which is wishing happy birthday to the person(s), whose birthday
falls in this particular month. This month we are very happy to wish Dr. Thanes Venig and Peter Tailor very happy birthdays. Dr. Thanes is
celebrating his 50* birthday. He is a member of IAPA’s Board, a kind physician, a friend and a benefactor.

Thank you for your cooperation, keep smiling and best wishes.

The Editorial Board
A. Louis - Chief Editor, India
i . G. Sheema - Associate Editor, India
Editor, India Amy Nguyen - Chief Editor, US
Ryan Kreisberg - Associate Editor, US
James Roberts - Associate Editor, US

Yours in solidarity,
Louis




The Cover Story:
Projects and Programs of IAPA

In the last edition we talked about SVP 2011, this month let us
find out about IAPA’s projects and programs. Generally we call
“projects” those that have long time goals and are
implemented for a long duration of time, say one year and
above. Programs, on the other hand, are those that have short
time goals and are implemented as one time activity.

IAPA’s Video Project

We had produced 5 videos over the years and through this
project we envisage screening them to NGOs and communities,
to spread awareness and get feedback about the videos to
produce more such ones in the future.

TB Awareness Project

This is a small project awarded to IAPA, by the NGO, REACH,
who are Nodal Agency for implementing awareness programs
aimed at eradicating Tuberculosis (TB), from the Global Fund.

Arokiay Children Nutrition Project

‘“Arokiya” means ‘“health” in Tamil language. The Arokiya -
Children Nutrition Project of IAPA, being implemented since
February 2011 aims at enhancing the wellness and life-

prolonging of HIV Positive children through provision of
nutrition supplement in Chennai and the peripheral areas. This
project provides nutrition to those children, who are on ART and
are not attached to any
homes, but living with
their grandparents,
having lost their parents
to the cruel HIV. At
present there are 15
beneficiaries in the
project. Monthly
wellness record is being
maintained to monitor
and evaluate the project.

Poshak Adult Nutrition Project

IAPA is implementing this project, since February 2011, for the
care givers of HIV Positive children who are covered under
IAPA’s Arokiya Project. Through this project, we provide
provisions like rice, dhal, sugar, and cooking oil, on a monthly
basis. In the project, we also provide “Nutrition Training to
Care Givers”. In the training the knowledge about nutrition and
the skill to cook food that are safe, nutritious are given.

Mainstreaming HIV/AIDS

The project envisages providing training/capacity building of
selected NGOs/CBOs working in developmental fields in Tamil
Nadu”. This is a pilot project of IAPA, being implemented in
2011. There are many grass root level NGOs, engaged in a
plethora of activities like tribal development, rural women and
youth empowerment, rural infrastructure development and so
on, who have never received any training or capacity building in
HIV/AIDS, but are working with big populations. The
mainstreaming project would be piloted in Chennai and another
rural district, where 40 NGO personnel from 20 NGOs will be
provided the training.




Health First

This is a new initiative of IAPA, which is under development. It
is a collaborative Partnership for HIV Clinical Care and Training.
The primary goal of the project is to strengthen the delivery of
clinical care to HIV positive patients in Chennai and the US
through shared medical training, open forums for quality
improvement and interpersonal development. The project would
provide relevant training experience to 1-3 US resident
Physicians and equal number of Indian Physicians.

IAPA’s Programs include the following:
Community Education Programs

Slum Health Program

Summer Volunteer Program (SVP)

Children’s Day Program

World AIDS Day

International Candle Light Memorial Program
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Misconception among youth

National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) reports that almost
73 percent of young people have misconceptions about modes
of HIV transmission.

Launching of NACP IV

Planning process for National AIDS Control Programme- NACP -
IV (2012 -2017) has already started. NACP Il was launched in
July 2007 with the goal of Halting and Reversing the
Epidemic by the end of project period in mid 2012. The
program will build on the successes of the robust NACP Il and
ensure completion of the reversal of the epidemic through
enhanced prevention linked with care support and treatment.

Ration Cards for sex workers in

Maharashtra

The Maharashtra government on Monday distributed ration
cards among 50 commercial sex workers from Mumbai's red-
light district Kamathipura.

“It is very difficult for these women to obtain ration cards as
you need address proof such as a letter from the landlord.
Owing to the nature of their profession, no landlord is willing to
vouch for them. Therefore, we have relaxed this norm. Ration
officials will be visiting their places of stay to verify if they are
staying and cooking there. On that basis they would be allotting
ration cards. We will set up camps in [red-light] colonies to
implement the drive,” Mr. Deshmukh said. This would enable
them to get rice, oil, and fuel at a reduced rate.

India in global HIV prevention plan

The AIDS Legal Network, South Africa, in partnership with the
Global Coalition on Women and AIDS (GCWA), is facilitating a
virtual consultation on the Global Plan for Vertical Transmission
(Mother to Child), with particular focus on ensuring the
meaningful involvement and participation of women living with
HIV and women'’s rights advocates in the development and
implementation of national prevention of vertical transmission
scale-up plans in the 22 priority countries identified in the
plan. India is one of the identified countries.










